1,  Market  Hill, 

< ^ CHATTERIS,  Canibs. 

5tli  July,  1938. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Memhers  of  the 
Chatteris  Urban  District  Council. 

Mrs.  Barrett  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I furnish  mj;-  Report  for  1937  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Healtli. 


ilrea  of  Parish  13, 719  acres. 

Estimated  Population,  Mid.  1937  ..  5? 093 

Number  of  iniiabited  houses  1,460 

Rateable  Value  of  Parish £15p  711 

Produce  of  Pennjr  Rate  £60 


Chief  occupation  of  the  District  is  A^;riculture 
and  Industries  ancillary  thereto.  Emplojmient  is  subject  to 
seasonal  va.riation  but  is  fairly  constant  from  year  to  year 
within  those  limits.  Penland  which  constitutes  the  greater 
part  of  the  Parish  Area  is  less  suitable  for  mechanisation  than 
other  land  and  there  is  accordingly  less  tendency  to  the 
displacement  of  labour  here  compared  with  non  fenland  areas. 


VITAI.  STTrlSTICS. 

Total  Males  Females 


Live  ( Legitimate  . . 

Births  ( 

71 

41 

30 

) Birth  Rate  per  1000 
) of  estimated 

( Illegitimate 

2 

2 

) population  14*3 

Still  Births  

3 

1 

2 

Rate  per  1000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 

39.4 

Deaths  . . . 

73 

33 

40 

Death  Rate  per  1000 
of  estimated  resident 
population  14*3 
(Corrected  12.35) 

Deaths  frcm  Puerperal 

cause  1 

Rate  per 
births  ! 

1000 

13.1 

total  (live  and  still) 

Death  Rate  of  Infants 

under  one 

year  of 

age  : • 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  x&w.  62.1 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  live  births  84.5 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  .Nil 

Deaths  from.  Cancer  (all  ages)  17 

" " Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

" ” ’Vhooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

” ” Diarrhoes  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 

and 


The  corrected  Death  Rate  at  12.35  the  Birth  Rate 
at  14-3  compares  closelj^  with  the  fignires  for  England  and  Y/ales  at 
12.4  ^d  14.9  respec tiveljr. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  for  the  first  time  for  many 
3’ears  the  number  of  Births  has  been  equalled  by  the  number  of  Deaths 
in  this  area,  and  this  is  in  the  absence  of  anj/-  fatal  epidemic  or 
similar  event. 

The  general  health  of  the  town  has  been  verjr  good 
t'nroughout  the  year  and  there  has  been  practically  complete  freedom 
fro.m  epidemic  disease  of  a serious  nature. 

The  health  of  the  children  has  continued  good  and 
’unaffected  ’03/  the  fluctuations  in  employment,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  ration  of  milk  has  been  in  many  cases  instrumental  in 
preventing  them  from  being  adversely  affected  thereby. 
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(2) 

GET'IErjVLvVROVISJON  OR  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


(l)  THE  PUBLIC  HEAXTH  STARE  comprises  Tie di cal  Officer  of  Health 

and  a~  i^.initarj'-  Inspector  (both  part-time).  Their  duties  are 
those  arising  in  connection  v/ith  an  Urban  District  of  5000 
pop-.iat.ion  in  an  agricultural  area. 

A District  Nurse  is  provided  entirely  by  voluntary  effort 
through  the  ioocal  Nurshng  Association.  Her  duties  continue 
to  be  exclusively  Lledical  and  Surgical. 

Under  tlie  County  Council  arrangements  a resident  Midwife  has 
been  stationed  here  since  July,  1937- 

(l)(ii)(a)  I-A30RATQRY  FACILITIES  are  provided  by  the  St.  John's 

Hospital,  Lev/isham,  under  a special  arrangement  v/ith  the 
Sani tarj''  Author!  ty . 

(°.'  .H-IBULiUTCE  EAG ILITIES . An  Anbulance  is  provided  by  the 
?_ccaT  Hospital  Simday  Committee.  Other  Ambulances 
available  are  those  from  the  Royal  Red  Cross  and  the 
Cambridge  Boraugh  Police^  No  special  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  their  co-ordination. 

(c) NURSING  in  THE  KOM.E.  A visiting  nursing  service  is 

provided  by  the  District  Nursing  Association.  There  is 
no  se.rvice  such  as  is  provided  by  a system  of  Home  Helps 
for  Home  rtrosing. 

(d)  CLINICS o Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  weekly 
organised  by  the  Count3r  Medical  Authority. 

(e)  HOSPITALS.  General  Hospital  provision  for  the  District 
consists  of  A-ddenbrooke  ' s Hospital,  Cambridge,  and  the 
Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough.  Both  are  available  for 
the  toY.vi  through  an  organised  and  voluntary  contribution 
system  and  give  perfectl3r  ef.ficient  service. 

In  addition  Addenbrooke ' s Hospital  is  along  with  the 
Cambridge  Borough  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  available 
for  cases  of  infectious  disease  which  need  hospital 
t r e a t nie  n r , 


SAITlTARY  CIRCUMSTANtCEB  of  the  iiREA 


(l)(i)  WATER.  The  quality  and  quantity  of  this  suppl3^  has  been 

good  althou^  ov/ing  to  the  low  pressure  in  the  trunk  mains 
prevalent  during  the  simner  months  a considerable  part  of 
the  tov/n  is  without  v/ater  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
da37  for  considerable  periods.  This  creates  a gravely 
insani'cary-  condition  and  urgentl3A  demands  remedy. 

No  anal3'’ses  - chem.ical  or  bacteriological  - have  been 
carried  out  during  the  year. 


(ii)  DRAINAGE  AIT)  SHVERAGE. 


Duming  the  3^ear  nev/  sev/ers  have  been  laid  in 
with  the  Burnsfield  Building  Area. 

During  'che  periods  at  \7hich  the  v/ater  suppl3/’ 
the  result  of  the  inadequate  flushing  in  the 
ver-^  cb'/icus  and  insanitary.  Otherv/ise  the 
has  be„n  quite  satisfactory. 


connection 

was  defective 
sewers  was 
sewage  s 3/s  tern 


(2)  RI'.TZRS  AND  SvRLaI.IS . There  are  no  rivers  or  streams  in  the  area. 

The  various  water-courses  are  all  artificial  and  under  the 
adr.iini  strati  on  of  the  various  Pen  -drainage  Bodies. 

(3) (i)  CLOSET  ACC0I.I lODAT ION . Privies  are  practically  extinct  in 

the  area.  Conversion  of  Pail  Closets  to  7/a  ter  Carriage 
progresses  but  v/ith  the  uncertain  v/ater  suppl3'  such 
conversiens  are  not  alv/ays  entirely  advisable. 


(ii)  PTIIAIC  CLI1N{STNG; ■ This  is  carried  cut  1:3/  the  Council's 
Carts.  Tne  refuse  is  dumped  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town 
where  a Destructor  is  in  use. 
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(3) 


(3)(iii)  SAITITAHY  INSPi^CTIQN  OF  THE  AREA.  The  followiQc  is  taken 

Yrom  the  Report  of  the  Sani'carj^'  Inspector,  Mr.  Hipwello- 

"Inspections  of  properties  in  the  District  as  to  their 
"sanitary  condition  and  in  connection  with  Housing  in  the  Urban 
"Area  are  made  more  or  less  daily. 

"Nuisances  complained  of  and  others  which  are  located  are 
"systematically;^  reported  to  the  persons  concerned  forthwith.  in 
"the  majority  of  cases  these  are  promptly  attended  to.  These 
"inspections  are  followed  up  by  further  visits  and,  generally, 

"it  is  found  that  the  nuisances  have  been  abated  and  improvements 
"made . 

"Inspections  during  the  year  number  410. 

"The  sanitary;-  condition  of  the  District  is  reasonably  good. 

"NuiSc..nces  reported  to  me  are  generally  of  blocked  drains  often 
"giving-  off  offensive  smells,  dirty  back  ways  and  slop  sinks, 
"small  accumulations  of  house  refuse,  etc.  These  matters  v/ith 
"care  and  attention  can  promptly  be  abated,  and  with  ordinary 
"care  might  be  avoided. 

"The  Shops  Acts  are  in  this  Area  administered  by  the  County 
"Council  and  any;-  sanitary  defects  located  by  the  County  Officials 
"are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Urban  District  Council  for 
"a-ctention. 

"In  this  area  v;e  do  not  s-uffer  from  the  prevalence  of  smoke  and 
"no  action  in  regard  to  smoke  abatement  has  been  necessary. 

"The  Public  Sewers  and  Street  Gulleys  are  in  good  order.  These 
"are  periodicallyr  flushed  and  disinfected  when  thought  necessary. 

"The  collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  systematically; 

" collections  over  the  town  area  are  made  on  5 days  in  each  week. 

"Sluiughter-houses  are  inspected  and  duties  under  the  Meat 
"Regulations  are  carried  out. 

"'.Vorkshops  in  the  town  are  visited  periodically  and  reports 
"taken  of  conditions  -under  which  the  businesses  are  carried  on. 

"Inspections  are  made  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies,  Bakehouses,  etc. 
"and  defects  noted  and  dealt  with. 

"Informal  notices  are  issued  in  many  cases.  The  great  majority 
"of  these  are  promptly  attended  to  and  the  nuisances  abated. 

"Reports  are  made  monthly  to  the  District  Council. 

"ihvo  Statutory;-  Notices  have  been  issued  during  the  year. 

"Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  are  all  followed  up  by 
"ohe  disinfection  of  the  premises  byr  Formalin  Vapour. 
"Disinfectants  are  distributed  to  the  public  on  request, 

"There  are  no  svvimming  Baths  or  Pools  in  this  Area. 

"There  has  been  no  necessity  for  action  ^E3paf5Pei:fe3a  d-uring  the 
"y’-ear  with  reference  to  the  eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

"The  inspection  of  houses  under  "the  Housing  Acts  and  Public 
"Health  Acts  is  carried  out;  defects  are  noted  and  repairs  are 
"carried  out  in  many  cases. 

"D’uring  the  period  under  reviev/  a number  of  houses  have  been 
"demolished. 

"D'oring  the  y^ear  the  Urban  Council  have  completed  the  building 
"of  46  houses  on  the  Burnsfield  Estate  and  these  houses  are  now 
"all  occupied'.' 

■'4)  SCHOOLS . All  the  Schools  are  provided  with  a piped  water  supplyr 
and  the  sanitary*  conditions  are  normally  very  good,  except  at 
those  times  of  deficient  pressure  in  the  water  mains  and  the 
ccnsecuent  lack  of  proper  flushing. 

The  absence  of  epidemic  disease  d-uring  the  year  has  rendered 
the  closure  of  schools  -unnecessary. 

HCU5I1~G.  In  the  early;-  part  of  the  year  46  houses  on  the  B-urnsfield 
Site  were  completed  and  occupied  by  families  from  condemned 
houses.  Inspection  and  demolition  of  the  most  defective 
houses  is  carried  out  as  fast  as  alternative  accomraodat ion 
becomes  available. 
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(4) 


^HOUSIITG^  (Contd.  ) 

■ m 

(l)  Inspection  o?  dwelling-houses  during  the  year:- 
(l)(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  35 

(b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  52 

(2) ;,a)  Number  of  d’v/elling-houses  (included  under  sub-head(l) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations j 1925  ...............  2k 

(b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  34 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  hab  itation  l6 

(1+)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  ' 
under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ............  14 


(2)  Remedj^  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 
Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers. 

Requests  have  been  made  on  some  owners  asking  for  works  to 
be  carried  out;  some  works  have  been  done,  but  we  have  been 
too  bus5^  on  other  housing  matters  to  proceed  with  this  work 


with  the  energy  one  would  like. 

) Action  under  Statutory  Povi/ers  during  the  year: - 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections,  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  193^: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.........  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  omers  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  12  (afte 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  informal 
remedied  notices ) 

(2)  Nuinber  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

fa)  By  ovmers  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  omers  None 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  19 

(1)  Number  of  dv/elling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Dem.olition  Orders  were  made  1 

(2)  Nurcber  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  40 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:  None. 

(4)  Housing  Act;  1936  - PartIV  - Overcrowding :- 


(a) (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  ..  26 

(ii)  ” " families  dwelling  therein 26 

^(iii)  ” ■“  persons  dwelling  therein  ...158 

(b ) ■'  " new  cases  of  overcrov/ding  reported 

during  the  year  . None 

(c) (i)  " ” cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  sSuring 

the  year 3 

(ii)  " ” persons  concerned  in  such  eases  14 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  vAiich  dwelling-houses  have 

again  become  overcrov/ded  after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding None. 

INSPROTION  J-17D  SUPEPVIS ION  OF  POOD.  Supervision  of  the  milk  supply 
arh  ahs  administration  of  the  Rood  and  Drugs  Acts  are  carried  out  by 


th  e C c'un  ty  0 c unc  i 1 . 

No  special  action  has  been  necessary  in  connection  with  the  keeping 
of  meat  and  other  food  shops.  Slaughter  houses  and  ether  places 
connected  with  the  preparation  and  distribution  of  food  have  been 
inspectel  and  foimd  to  be  v/ell  kept.  It  has  not  been  necessary 
to  condemn  any  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases  during  the  year. 
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<> 

?rc:n  instruction  in  this  subject  that  is  given  in 
is  no  s;v'Stcmatic  instruction  given  in  this  area. 


OF,  AKO  GOITTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


.■'Uioctious  notifiable  disease  during  the  year  has  been  entirely 
sporadic  in  incidence. 

l-iphtlieria  has  been  entirely  absent. 

In  vCl'i  throe  cases  each  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Fneuncnia  were 
notified. 

1.1  the  early  part  of  che  yea.r  there  v/ere  small  epidemics  of 
derman  heasles  and  Vi/hooping  Goughy  none  of  which  terminated 
tally.  1.11  the  cases  were  nursed  in  their  own  homes  n 

Insofar  as  the  control  over  infectious  disease  goes  this  must  be 
1:  dealiig;  with  tlie  channels  of  infection.  Segregating  the 
vj  ':tims  of  ir_fection  in  one  building  is  practically  useless  as  a 
jlioc.v  to  the  spread  of  infection.  "Isolation  Hospitals"  as  a 

.ana  of  checking  and  controlling  the  spread  of  epidemics  have  been 
piorour.ced  to  be  ineffective  (Report  No.  35  on  Public  Health  & 
i.'etical  SubjectSj  Liinictiv'-  of  Health).  This  fact  is  confirmicd  by 
' ul's  ecraent  research  which  show'S  that  roughly  only  about  one  case 
1.1  uvo  of  Scarlet  Fever  infection  develops  a tj^pical  rash.  Removal 
of  ouch  case  leaves  at  least  one  other  at  home  to  contribute  to 
oho  spread  of  the  diseasCo 

further  vlie  existence  of  some  4 different  tpxjes  of  Scarlet  Fever 
’ cases  of  all  of  which  may  be  met  with  in  an  ordinary  multiple- 
bclc.c.d.  V/ard)  account  for  the  fact  that  from  50  to  70  per  cent 
of  cases  acmitted  to  such  'ward  contract  a second  and  often  more 
10  v'.e-x:  type  of  disease  during  their  stay^  i.e.  "cross  infection" 
which  v/'Guld  not  have  happened  had  the  parties  been  left  at  home. 

■lire  same  thing  is  true  of  diphtheria. 

Under  tiiese  circumstances  it  is  not  easy  to  see  v/hat  good  punpose 
is  ser'^ed  by  the  ordinary  Isolation  Hospital  in  reference  to  which 
a well  known  authority*  has  said  that  " ......  and  Isolation 

"Hospitals  have  been  enormouslj?'  expensive  and  much  of  the  money 
"might  be  spent  to  better  purpose". 

Pres  diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  provided  \ij  the  Council. 

Ccrfidence  that  the  case  w/ill  be  dealt  wmth  in  its  o\wi  hx  home 
.‘results  in  the  eerliest  possible  information  and  notification 
o:;  the  disease  v/hich  very  materiallj'  conduces  to  the  success  of 
t f-  e ‘c  r e a tme  n t . 


HUTIFI.ABLf;  DISHASS3  DURING  THE  YHHR  1937-  . . ...  , 
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Cases  notified  Ages  to  Hospital 


'eve; 


neuxioni 
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3,  7p  c&  2^.  Hone 
3?  34  & 36.  Hone 
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RH'mHTIGH  OF  BLIHDiH^SS.  Ho 
'.a;  ivention  of  blindness  has 


action  in  connection  w/ith  the 
been  required  duihng  the  year. 


urh-uZOlIG . Action  has  not  been  called  for  under  the  Public 
h.i-ai'j-i  (P:.'-evemtion  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulation j 1925?  or  Sec. 
Si  cf  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925- 
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(Signed)  R.E.  ITIXy 


dical  Officer  o.f  Health  to  the 
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